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BOOK REVIEWS. 



A Manual of Elementary Law. By Walter Denton Smith, 
Instructor in the Law Department of the University of Michigan. 
St. Paul: West Pubhshing Co. 1896. 

The latest ' ' Hornbook ' ' should be one of the most useful of this 
popular series. Every student beginning the study of the law, and 
many after years spent in its study, feels the need of a general view 
of its elements, the relationship of the parts into which it is ordi- 
narily divided, and the methods by which a knowledge of it may be 
acquired — a need which an introductory lecture, and occasional 
explanatory remarks in the class-room do not always wholly supply. 
With evident insight into this state of mind in the beginner, Mr. 
Smith has prepared the present volume. Its scope may be under- 
stood by reference to the Contents. Part I., entitled Elementary 
Jurisprudence, deals with the Nature of Law and the Various Sys- 
tems, Government and Its Functions, Unwritten Law, Equity, 
Written Law, Authorities and Their Interpretation, Persons and 
Personal Rights, Property, Classification of the Law. Part II., 
entitled the Substantive Law, deals with Constitutional Law, 
Criminal Law, Real and Personal Property, Torts, etc. Part III., 
entitled the Adjective Law, deals with Remedies, Courts and Their 
Jurisdiction, Procedure, and Trial. The plan is good ; and the 
treatment effective. W. CD., Jr. 



A Treatise on the Law of Real Property as Applied Be- 
tween Vendor and Purchaser in Modern Conveyancing, or 
Estates in Fee and their Transfer by Deed. By Leonard 
A. Jones, A.B., LL.B. [Harv.] Two Volumes. Boston and 
New York: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 1896. 

This work is dedicated to the Honorable Chief Justice Field of 
the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts. Mr. Jones purposed 
to "treat of the practical parts of the general subject of Real 
Property which arise in ordinary conveyancing between vendor and 
purchaser. ' ' He does not profess to cover the entire field of Real 
Property Law. He has written " to state with considerable fulness 
the law of the topics ' ' he has treated, and ' ' to state the law as it 
now is, ' ' referring ' ' to the old law only for the purpose of stating 
the principles upon which some parts of the present law are founded. ' ' 

Mr. Jones is an author of reputation. His labors upon kindred 
subjects commend this work to the profession. He has followed in 
this the method pursued in his other works. The reviewer is not 
aware of any other treatise upon Real Property on the lines followed 
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